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The Shortest History  
of Democracy
John Keane
The latest addition to this invaluable series is a very 
timely distilled history of democracy, which traces it 
from its beginning through to its current challenges. 
Travelling from Ancient Greece to China, looking 
closely at Europe and the US, this book explains how 
democracy evolved and what is essential to know 
about it.

JOHN KEANE is Professor of Politics at the 
University of Sydney and at the Wissenschaftszentrum 
Berlin (WZB), and is the co-founder and director of the 
Sydney Democracy Network. Among his many books, 
The Life and Death of Democracy was shortlisted for the 
2010 Non-Fiction Prime Minister’s Literary Award. 

The Shortest History  
of India
John Zubrzycki
India contains multitudes. Every reader will be 
grateful for this entertaining yet authoritative 
distillation, in which acclaimed popular historian John 
Zubrzycki traces India from its beginnings through to 
its current challenges. Encompassing north and south, 
the mountains, desert and coast, religion and culture, 
this book captures the colour and conflict of a 
remarkable history.

JOHN ZUBRZYCKI is a Sydney-based author, 
journalist and researcher, specialising in South Asia, in 
particular India. His latest book is Empire of Enchantment: 
The Story of Indian Magic. He is the bestselling author of 
The Last Nizam: An Indian Prince in the Australian Outback 
and The Mysterious Mr Jacob: Diamond Merchant, 
Magician and Spy.


